Publishing with Selkirk Stories
Selkirk Stories is not a vanity press. We do not publish all works submitted to us, nor do we publish
books without editing them. If you wish to be published by Selkirk Stories, you should first review
our PDF, “Publication Guidelines,” which outlines our editorial policies. You should also query us by
using the “Contact Us” page on our website. But before taking either step, you may wish to review the
following information.

Our Publishing Services
When we accept your submission for publication with Selkirk Stories, we provide the following services:
•

Content editing of your submission to us. (Please see our PDF titled “What are content
and copy editing?”)

•

Copy editing of the final version of your submission (after all content editing on your
part has been completed) both before submission to the printer (in a PDF version of the
book as it will appear in print) and after (in a proof copy of the book). You will also be
asked to proofread your book for any errors of punctuation, spelling and the like that
may have escaped our attention.

•

An ISBN number for your book, Cataloguing in Publication data from Library and
Archives Canada, and submission of one copy of your book to Library and Archives
Canada (to meet the legal deposit requirement for books published in Canada).

•

Publication of your book through Create Space, an Amazon.com company, as a quality
trade paperback, and as an e-book through Kindle Direct Publishing. We can also make

your book available in other e-pub formats for an additional fee. (These allow a wider
distribution of your e-book than allowed by Kindle alone.)
•

A template cover for your book, using a photograph or art of your choosing. You must
pay for the rights to use any photograph or art that is under copyright. A professionallydesigned cover requires us to hire a graphic designer and incurs an additional fee of
$500 (plus HST), whichever publication option you select.

•

One proof copy of your book. You may purchase additional proof copies (up to five
copies, which is the maximum permitted by Create Space).

•

Once your book is published, we will sell you copies at the author price (plus GST),
which you may then resell directly or through consignment sales at whatever price you
set. Payment in advance is required when you purchase copies of your own book. All
sales of author copies are final. We cannot take returns.

Two Publishing Options
Selkirk Stories publishes Prince Edward Island authors seeking to have a world-wide audience (through
Amazon and its various national sites), high-quality paperback books with professional typesetting and
compelling covers. However, the fact remains that most of our authors are previously unpublished and
often unknown outside Prince Edward Island, which is a very small market. To remain a viable business,
we offer two publishing schemes:

Publication for a Fee
The full publication services listed above are provided for a single, one-time-only fee of $500
(plus HST). After that all the profit from sales of the book are yours.

Publication for a Portion of Sales
The full publication services listed above are provided for no fee. However, we benefit from the
sale of your book in two ways:

•

We retain 25% of all royalties you receive for online sales of your books (paperback or
e-books). The remaining 75% of the royalties are paid to you as a quarterly cheque (or
as credit on your account, if you prefer).

•

We add $1.00 CAD to the cost of each copy of your book that you purchase from us
at the author price (which is substantially below the minimum list price of your book
on Amazon). For example, if the author price of your book is $2.45, we will sell it to
you for $3.45 (plus GST). (You might then resell that book at $15.00, $19.95, $25.00
or whatever price you believe is reasonable.) Most of the books currently published by
Selkirk Stories have author prices ranging from $2.50 to $5.00.

Which publication option is best for you? If you anticipate purchasing and reselling large numbers of
your book, or if you anticipate significant online sales, then you might best choose the publication fee
option. All profits from sales will then go to you.
If you think your sales will be limited to a few hundred books sold locally and a few online sales, you
might benefit from the second option, as you would have to purchase and sell at least 500 books before
you reach the cost of the publication fee of $500.

Marketing
We promote all our publications through our Selkirk Stories website as well as through social media
(such as the Selkirk Stories Facebook page and Twitter account). However, it is the author’s responsibility
to promote his or her own book. We do not advertise our publications nor do we make presentations
at book fairs and trade shows.
The Publisher’s Blog on the Selkirk Stories website provides information on various ways authors can
promote their own books, such as Amazon Author Pages, Goodreads Author Pages, give aways, event
planning and press releases, and so on.

